The Secret Service appropriation rose to $45,200,000
for FY 1971, largely as a result of increased investigative
and protective responsibilities. The number of law en-
forcement officers grew from 1,065 in FY 1970 to 1,594
in FY 1971, an increase of 529.

Background

The United States Secret Service was created in 1865,
as a Bureau of the Department of the Treasury, to sup-
press widespread counterfeiting.

During the Civil War, about one-third of the currency
in circulation was counterfeit. Approximately 1,600 State
banks designed and printed their own notes. Each note
bore a different design, complicating the task of differen-
tiating any of the 4,000 varieties of counterfeit notes from
the 7,000 varieties of genuine notes.

The Government hoped that the adoption of a national
currency in 1863 would resolve the counterfeiting prob-
lem. The national currency was soon counterfeited and
circulated extensively) however, and it became necessary
for the Government to take enforcement measures.

The Secret Service was established to carry on this
enforcement activity.

Protective Responsibilities

In 1901, after the assassination of President William
McKinley at Buffaloj N.Y., the Secret Service was as-
signed to protect President Theodore Roosevelt.

Five years later, Congress enacted legislation (Sundry
Civil Expenses Act for 1907) authorizing the Secret Serv-
ice to protect the President of the United States. Follow-
ing the 1908 election, the Secret Service also began
protecting the President-elect.

This congressional authorization was not permanent,
however, since it required annual approval in the budget
of the Department of the Treasury.

Vice President protected, Not until 1951, following the
attempted assassination of President Harry S Truman,
was the Secret Service given its permanent protective
authority (18 U.S.C. 3056). The statute, in addition to
providing for the protection of the President, his immedi-
diate family, and the President-elect, also provided for the
protection of the Vice President,

President-elect protected. With the increase in the num-
ber of people to be protected, 18 U.S.G. 871, which made
it a crime to threaten the life of the President of the
United States, was amended in 1962 to include the
President-elect, the Vice President, and the Vice
President-elect.

Warren Commission. After the assassination of President
John F. Kennedy in 1963, the Warren Commission rec-
H^ an enlarged and more sophisticated protec-
Service.
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Candidates protected, Immediately after the assassi
of Senator Robert F. Kennedy in June 1968, Cc
authorized the Secret Service to protect major pre
tial and vice presidential candidates.

Widow of President protected. Legislation was f
extended in October 1968 to include the widow
former President until her death or remarriage.
legislation also provided for the protection of ch
of a former President until age 16,

Executive Protective Service. On March 19, 1970,
dent Nixon signed legislation establishing the Exe
Protective Service, formerly known as the White ;
Police Force. The legislation expanded the size ai
sponsibilities of this force, a uniformed division <
Secret Service.

Executive Protective Service on patrol

outside the Embassy of Iran,                                              ',

This security force protects the White House; buili
in which Presidential offices are located; the Pre$
and his immediate family; and foreign diplomatic;
sions located in the Washington, D.G., metropolitan;

FY 1971 temporary duties. During FY 1971> other
tective duties were assigned to the Secret Service \
temporary basis.                                                      J

In September 1970, because of the increase in air p|
the Secret Service was temporarily assigned to partiti:
in providing security aboard American international
domestic airline flights.                                            \

President Nixon directed the Secret Service to pr|
protection for foreign dignitaries visiting the United $
during the celebration of the 25th anniversary of
United Nations in October 1970.                              1

This temporary assignment led to the most r|
permanent protective responsibility. Public Law 9lj
dated January 5, 1971, authorized the Secret Servif
"protect the person of a visiting head of a foreign sii
foreign government and, at the direction of the Presi$
other distinguished foreign visitors to the United S
and official representatives of the United States perf
ing special missions abroad."
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